248                             LORD ODO RUSSELL

After a few weeks' attention to this kind of detail, with which
he was to become all too familiar during the next few years,
Lord Odo Russell took his annual leave from August to the end
of October in a very different frame of mind from that of the
previous year. When he returned, he found that considerable
changes had taken place in the situation in Berlin. Bismarck's
interview with the Papal Nuncio, indicative of a change of
ecclesiastical policy, had taken place, strong measures had been
adopted against Social-Democracy, and the Chancellor had
already begun to turn towards a different fiscal system. With
regard to the Treaty, he was not satisfied with Turkey's attitude,
dismissing as frivolous her explanation that the delay in
ratification "was entirely due to the lengthy nature of the
preamble . . . the transcription of which, in gilt letters, was a
lengthy process,"1 nor would he admit that so naive an excuse in
any way accounted for the delay in carrying out the demands of
the Treaty, especially in Greece and Montenegro. He had even
gone so far as to propose sending a joint circular of protest to
the Porte, signed by the six Powers ;2 but Lord Salisbury not
sharing this impatience, no circular had been sent.3 The
improved relations with France heralded by the happy appoint-
ment of the Count de St. Vallier to Berlin, had been maintained,
and Bismarck seemed inclined to support her colonial aspirations
in North Africa. It almost looked as if he hoped the Bey of
Tunis would foot the bill for Alsace-Lorraine. In the East, Austria
was busy occupying Bosnia and Herzegovina, with more blood-
shed than she had anticipated, though Lord Odo Russell thought
that if she had obeyed Bismarck's advice and entered Bosnia
at once she would have had no trouble.4 Relations had become
very strained with Russia, and Bismarck had already given way
to violent outbursts against Gorchakov which the British
Ambassador was quite unable to explain.5

This bitterness became a matter of public comment towards
the end of the year. Bismarck made no secret of his belief that
Gorchakov was a "calamity to Russia and her friends" and when
these outbursts reached London via Paris and were com-
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